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How to Write a Paragraph  CC1100

An Important Person  

Think about people you know or have met. Choose ONE person who has made a big difference 
in your life. Write about that person AND describe his or her positive effect on your life. 

Science Fiction  

Imagine yourself in the year 2030, when suddenly all of the world’s technologies stop working. 
You decide to publish a daily newspaper, and make ten copies by hand. In this first paragraph, 

describe a day in the life of someone in this new non-technological society.
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You have spent a great deal of time writing book reports. Now let’s write to the author 
of one of your favorite books! 

On your computer, go to http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/biochildhome.htm . There 
you will find several choices beginning with “Print bibliographies” and continuing to 

all the letters of the alphabet. Choose a letter and click on it. Here you will find many 
children’s authors listed. Click on any name that is followed by “teacher resource file” 

and read about that author. When you have finished, write the rough draft below of an 
e-mail that you’d like to send to this author. Be sure to ask questions about their books 

and characters.

Choose a favorite character from a book that takes place during a different time  
period. Now pretend that you and this character can go on a five-day vacation  

together. Write a diary entry for each day describing the events of each day. 
You may use additional paper from your notebook if you like.
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You are holding a family photograph. As you look at the photograph you are suddenly 
transported back into the time and setting of the picture. Describe the picture and 
explain the interesting things that happened on the day the picture was taken. 

More and more violence is being seen on television programs each year. 
Many people believe that this violence is harmful to children. They want to take all the violent 

programs including cartoons, off the air. Decide what you think about taking violent programs off 
the air. Then write a five paragraph essay about your thoughts. Remember that you are trying 

to convince your readers to think as you do about this topic.
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Sections 9 to 10
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Choose your favorite character from your favorite book. Pretend that you 
can look into the future to see what this character’s life will be like. Write 
3 short paragraphs describing this character’s future for each of these 
stages:

Paragraph 1: Ages 10 to 14: might include ideas about school life, home 
life, friends, family

Paragraph 2: Ages 15 to 40: might include what career the character 
chooses; where he/she lives; whether he/she has a family (give details)

Paragraph 3: Ages 41 to 70: might include his/her children growing up; 
looking after his/her aging parents; the character growing old.]

(name of the main character)

(two words that describe the main character)

(three words that describe where the story takes place)

(four words that tell how Michael and Aunt Dew spend time together)

(five words that describe the best part of this story)

(six words that tell why you would or would not recommend this story to a friend)

Story Tree
Create a Story Tree by filling in one word for each blank below.
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